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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT APAN and AMAN acknowledge that we live and work on 
unceded First Nations lands. We acknowledge the dispossession 
and ongoing harm done to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples by colonisation, and we are inspired by their fight 
for recognition, rights, culture, and self-determination. We 
acknowledge the Country of the Jagera, Toorbul, Wurundjeri, 
Bunurong, Gadigal, Ngunnawal and Whadjak Noongar people, 
on which we work and live. We pay our respect to the Elders of 
those lands, both past and present, and their role as custodians 
of these lands. This land always was and always will be 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander land because sovereignty 
has never been ceded. We recognise the role of the colonial 
legal system in establishing, entrenching, and continuing the 
oppression and injustice experienced by First Nations peoples. 
We pledge to work to undo this in solidarity.



We acknowledge that racism has a long history in Australia, originating 
at its inception from invasion towards Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples. The colonial logic under which Australian systems 
and institutions still operate today is a key driving force behind 
Australia’s participation in the oppression of all Palestinians, as well 
as the indifference and other acts of racist violence experienced by 
Palestinians, Arabs and Muslims in Australia outlined in this paper. We 
believe that accountability for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples would critically transform this country’s culture of racism, 
leading to a fairer and more just society for all.

This report sheds light on the manifestations of anti-Palestinian and 
anti-Muslim racism within a large public Australian Facebook group, 
identifying as a Jewish group. To some Jewish peers who have reviewed 
earlier drafts of this report, this group can be more accurately described 
as a Zionist or pro-Israel group.

The content in this group does not reflect views that are intrinsic to 
being Jewish or practising Judaism at all, and in fact are a cause of deep 
concern and offence to many Jewish Australians.

While this report cannot make any claims about prevalence, it does 
indicate a disturbing pattern of conduct within a significant Zionist 
group to tolerate racism, hatred and dehumanisation directed at 
Palestinians and Muslims.

The correlation between this tolerance and the pro-racism approach 
adopted by Australian Zionist leadership, both within peak and lobby 
organisations and political offices, is also explored.

AMAN has a history of documenting dehumanising material in far-right 
groups, and this report continues our commitment to exposing injustice 
wherever it exists. It is crucial to note that the group under scrutiny 
comprises members from both ends of the political spectrum, and 
included some non-Jewish members who appeared strongly Zionist in 
outlook.  AMAN acknowledges that the overwhelming majority of the 
Zionist movement worldwide is comprised of non-Jews. 

While there was no explicit "anti-Zionist" ideology observed during 
the period under review (Nov 2023 to March 2024), hostility towards 
individuals advocating for ceasefire or the inclusion of pro-Palestinian 
perspectives was prevalent. Counter and moderating speech is included 
in this report. Furthermore there was regular blending of online and 
offline actions of the group. 

We approached this report with caution, mindful of the potential to 
exacerbate antisemitism. As an anti-racism body, we condemn the 
essentialising and smearing of entire communities. Our commitment 
to principled anti-racism work is unwavering, and we have collaborated 
with anti-racism partners within the Jewish community to ensure the 
responsible dissemination of this report.  

AMAN receives no government funding to maintain its independence. 
Please consider making a donation to support its work.

INTRODUCTION



“Palestinians don’t deny Jewish connection and historical links to the 
land. We just don’t think it’s superior to ours. Jewish connection and 
the Zionist enterprise of the state of Israel today are two separate 
connections. The desire for a Jewish homeland, I get it. I’ve got 100 years 
of trauma and not hundreds, but if a Jewish homeland, is predicated 
firstly on my dispossession and then my continued oppression then 
that is unacceptable to me and it should be unacceptable to anyone.”

Nasser Mashni
President, Australian Palestine Advocacy Network 

“There is nothing antisemitic about calling for an end to Israel 
slaughtering children in Gaza. And there is nothing antisemitic about 
supporting freedom, equality and human rights for Palestinians. The 
claims that these things are antisemitic are really damaging. They 
undermine the Palestinian freedom movement, and they dehumanise 
Palestinians in their struggle….We have seen in the US, the House 
of Representatives, also passed a motion declaring anti-Zionism to 
be a form of antisemitism. We say that actions like this are not only 
extremely damaging to the Jewish community, but they give Israel 
broad cover to continue its campaign of killing and annexation in Gaza 
and the West Bank.”

Sarah Schwartz 
Executive Director
Jewish Council of Australia



The Arab Canadian Lawyer’s Association report proposes the following 
“description” of anti-Palestinian racism:

Anti-Palestinian racism is a form of anti-Arab racism that 
silences, excludes, erases, stereotypes, defames or dehumanizes 
Palestinians or their narratives. 

Anti- Palestinian racism takes various forms including:

• Denying the Nakba and justifying violence against Palestinians;

• Failing to acknowledge Palestinians as an Indigenous people with a 
collective identity, belonging and rights in relation to occupied and 
historic Palestine;

• Erasing the human rights and equal dignity and worth of Palestinians;

• Excluding or pressuring others to exclude Palestinian perspectives, 
Palestinians and their allies;

• Defaming Palestinians and their allies such as being inherently 
antisemitic, a terrorist threat/sympathizer or opposed to  
democratic values.

ANTI-PALESTINIAN 
RACISM



Dehumanising material is the material produced or published, which 
an ordinary person would conclude, portrays the class of persons 
identified on the basis of a protected characteristic (“class of persons”) 
as not deserving to be treated equally to other humans because they 
lack qualities intrinsic to humans. Dehumanising material includes 
portraying the class of persons:

a.	 To be, or have the appearance, qualities, or behaviour of

i.	 An animal, insect, filth, form of disease or bacteria;

ii.	 Inanimate or mechanical objects; or

iii.	 A supernatural alien or demon.

b.	 Are polluting, despoiling, or debilitating an ingroup or society as  
a whole;

c.	 Have a diminished capacity for human warmth and feeling or to 
make up their own mind, reason or form their own  
individual thoughts;

d.	 Homogeneously pose a powerful threat or menace to an in-group 
or society, posing overtly or deceptively;

e.	 Are to be held responsible for and deserving of collective 
punishment for the specific crimes, or alleged crimes of some of 
their “members”;

f.	 Are inherently criminal, dangerous, violent or evil by nature;

g.	 Do not love or care for their children;

h.	 Prey upon children, the aged, and the vulnerable;

i.	 Was subject as a group to past tragedy or persecution that should 
now be trivialised, ridiculed, glorified or celebrated;

j.	 Are inherently primitive, coarse, savage, intellectually inferior or 
incapable of achievement on a par with other humans;

k.	 Must be categorised and denigrated according to skin colour or 
concepts of racial purity or blood quantum; or

l.	 Must be excised or exiled from public space, neighbourhood  
or nation.

DEHUMANISING 
MATERIAL



AMAN has also analysed over 100 instances of anti-Palestinian and 
anti-Muslim racism in a Facebook group with 8,900 members between 
November 2023 and March 2024.1 We observed:

i.	 A failure to acknowledge Palestinians as an Indigenous people 
with a collective identity, belonging and rights in relation to 
occupied and historic Palestine;

ii.	 Israel’s violence against Palestinians was justified or denied, 
erasing the human rights and equal dignity and worth of 
Palestinians; and

iii.	 Anti-Muslim conspiracy theory was shared unchallenged in  
the group;

iv.	 Defaming Palestinians and their allies as terroristic and a danger 
to democracy.

Unfortunately, these patterns are reflected at a higher level. 

The Australian Jewish Association published a video portraying 
the crowd as chanting “Gas the Jews”, which sparked national and 
international media coverage to characterise the Palestinian protests 
at the Opera House as Anti-Semitic. The video was later found to be 
false.2 As JCA Executive Director Schwartz states, “It is concerning 
the government swiftly reacted to an alleged chant without proper 
evidence. It shows the government isn’t making rational decisions 
about these issues.”3

Peter Wertheim, CEO of the Executive Council of Australian Jewry 
(ECAJ), described the pro-Palestinian movement as a combination 
of ‘Islamist extremists’ and ‘Western progressives’ who have a ‘shared 
hatred Western liberal democracy.’4

Alex Ryvchin, other CEO of ECAJ, speaking of Gazan refugees coming to 
Australia, also reframes grievance with Israel through the lens of anti-
Semitism: “I think there’s a greater concern about the worldview, the 
values that these people hold, and are they compatible with Australian 
values and living alongside a Jewish community that they’ve been 
raised to hate?’.5

Lawyer and National Chairman of the Australia/Israel Jewish Affairs 
Council, Mark Liebler AC, said on the QandA program, “When it 
comes to terrorists, do you see Jews walking around with banners 
saying, “Destroy Hamas, destroy Hamas”? They don’t do it…. This is 
not something which is in line with Jewish tradition. And what do 
the Palestinians do? Whether it’s 9/11 or 7 October, they hand out 
lollies, and they celebrate when people are hacked to death.”6 Mr 
Nasser Mashni, the President of APAN who was on the panel, said, “he’s 
besmirched our entire people.”

These comments from persons in positions of responsibility essentialise 
and dehumanise all Palestinians via imputation of a terrorist 
connection. This deliberate strategy sadly works to activate Australian 
prejudice and disarm rational thinking.7

Henry Ergas, an economist, uses the term “Islamist theological 
Antisemitism,” which echoed Mr Wertheim’s message. However, this 
term may confuse and lead to greater difficulties by associating the 
issue with Islamist theology. It is like the conflation of Israel and its 

CONNECTION WITH 
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LEADERSHIP



actions with Antisemitism. These politically motivated attempts to tie 
Palestinian resistance to undefined and demonising concepts work 
hand in hand with suggesting that all Jewish people are Zionists and 
support Israel. Both exacerbate racism and need to be  
comprehensively rejected.

There has been a broader editorial push in Newscorp papers8 to 
suggest that Islam and Muslims are the problem.  In one piece dated 25 
October 20239, Alex Ryvchin (ECAJ), Robert Gregory (Australian Jewish 
Association) and Jeremy Leibler (Zionist Federation of Australia) took 
turns making comments about the Australian Muslim leadership  
and community:

i.	 ‘“I am unaware of a single Muslim cleric in this country who 
has unreservedly condemned the atrocities which included 
beheading babies, raping young girls and murdering Holocaust 
survivors,” said Mr Gregory, repeating discredited atrocity 
propaganda by the Israeli Defence Force.

ii.	 Mr Gregory continues, “the majority have remained silent. 
Their silence speaks for itself and is an indictment on Australia’s 
approach to immigration and multiculturalism”.

iii.	 Mr Gregory engages in dehumanisation by attempting to depict 
Muslims as inherently dangerous and violent and proposes 
to apply to Muslims some form of exclusion or exile: ‘“There is 
nothing to talk about with those who cannot separate their 
religion from terrorism.”

iv.	 Mr Ryvchin states, “This is a battle of humanity against 
barbarism.” It is noted at this stage that already thousands of 
civilians had been murdered by Israel’s indiscriminate bombing, 
and the whole of Gaza had been subject to a siege of food, 
water, fuel and medical supplies.

v.	 Lawyer and Zionist Federation of Australia spokesperson 
Jeremy Leibler excuses any legal responsibility for Israel of 
indiscriminate bombing and the crime of the total siege, saying, 
‘Muslim leaders ought to condemn Hamas for bringing this 
upon their own people.’

Australia Israel & Jewish Affairs Council executive director Colin 
Rubenstein said it was “very telling and disappointing that the Foreign 
Minister could not unequivocally welcome the remarkable rescue 
of the four Israeli hostages”. Dr Rubenstein said the rescue complied 
with international law and “Hamas casualty figures for the rescue 
were undoubtedly overstated”. Senator Wong would not say whether 
rescuing the hostages was worth the Palestinian casualties, amid claims 
that 274 Palestinian civilians were killed in the operation.11 Pushing 
public figures to glorify or celebrate tragedies and alleged war crimes, 
and trivialising, ridiculing numbers of Palestinian deaths is an overt 
form of dehumanisation.

Regrettably, most of Australia’s leading Jewish organisations have failed 
to condemn explicit and implicit racism about Palestinians and Muslims 
and instead run a false campaign through the media that Australian 
Muslim organisations tolerate hatred towards Jews and approve of 
atrocities. This “accusation in the mirror” is a technique10 to allow 
harmful behaviours towards the Palestinian and Muslim communities to 
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continue to fly under the radar and flourish. 

The Jewish Council of Australia and other groups like Loud Jew 
Collective and Tzedek have provided a consistent and strong voice 
against dehumanising and discriminatory messaging.

Zionist proponents in political office have also engaged in similar 
characterisations of the Palestinian and Muslim community, which also 
has a broader social effect on the Australian public. AMAN has observed 
a relaxation in social regulation of anti-Muslim and anti-Arab racism, 
with people feeling more at ease to express dehumanising views in 
shared online spaces and facing less regulation from others online for 
doing so.

1.	  Australian Muslim Advocacy Network, Observations on manifestations of 
anti-Muslim and anti-Palestinian racism – November 2023 to March 2024 
(Forthcoming report).

2.	  https://www.abc.net.au/news/2024-02-02/nsw-police-opera-house-
protest-video-analysis/103418582;

3.	  https://www.sydneycriminallawyers.com.au/blog/setting-the-record-
straight-the-jewish-councils-sarah-schwartz-on-antisemitism/

4.	  https://www.theaustralian.com.au/commentary/politicians-have-failed-
to-grasp-new-reality-of-antisemitism/news-story/878a399a9e36177ccc87
573a1b2ca4dc;  

5.	  https://www.skynews.com.au/australia-news/twitter-personalities-and-
journalists-go-into-meltdown-over-australian-values-amid-granting-of-
860-visas-to-palestinian-refugees/news-story/390b9ad614b8d92ac9e376
583a6f2eac

6.	  https://www.abc.net.au/qanda/the-israel-gaza-war/103061842

7.	  Vergani, M., Mansouri, F., & Orellana, L. (2022). Terrorism concern and 
persistence of negative attitudes towards Islam and Muslims. Journal of 
Community & Applied Social Psychology, 32(6), 1029–1046. https://doi.
org/10.1002/casp.2633

8.	  The following articles are subject to formal press complaint processes by 
AMAN: Ramesh Thakur, ‘Social justice crowd insists words are violence, 
but valorises terrorists’, The Australian (17 November 2023); Chris Kenny, 
‘Complacency exposes the fragility of democracy’, The Australian (18 
November 2023); Greg Sheridan, ‘Muslim migrants and Western Left create 
new anti-Semitism crisis’, The Australian (9 December 2023); 

9.	  Clarissa Bye, ‘Jewish leaders claim Australian Muslim clerics yet to 
condemn savage Hamas terrorists’ The Daily Telegraph, (25 October 2023).

10.	  Jonathan Leader Maynard and Susan Benesch, “Dangerous Speech and 
Dangerous Ideology: An integrated Model for Monitoring and Prevention” 
(2016) 9(3) Genocide Studies and Prevention: An International Journal, 77.

11.	 Greg Brown, “Penny Wong angers Jewish leader”, The Australian, 16 June 
2024.
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AMAN observed a repeated failure to acknowledge Palestinians as an 
Indigenous people with a collective identity, belonging and rights in 
relation to occupied and historic Palestine: 

•	 ‘God gave the entire land to the Jewish people’; 

•	 Palestinians have ‘no historical claim to it and the world has fallen 
for their lies’; 

•	 ‘Misguided people are misguided because of the antisemitic stance 
of our politicians and press. The rest are just antisemitic. Not rocket 
science. You can try to educate people but after speaking to them 
for house they will still say “Israel is occupying Palestinian land” I 
equate it to conspiracy theories’;

•	 ‘From the river to the sea ISRAEL with ALWAYS BE. A Yisrael Chai’.

Where this was stated, it was not challenged.

THEME 1

DENIAL OF 
INDIGENEITY
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Israel’s violence against Palestinians was justified or denied, erasing the 
human rights and equal dignity and worth of Palestinians: 

•	 ‘the only solution for long term peace is utter and complete 
obliteration of the Nazi ideology that our neighbors hold. 
Otherwise, you desecrate our beloved brothers and sisters who 
have fallen since October 7th and put all Jewish lives in Israel and 
diaspora in danger. Ceasefire only on our terms after a complete 
capitulation’; 

•	 ‘I must say Pallywood has done a great job with their PR 
campaigns’;

•	 ‘No surprise Ed Husic is using the “disproportionate” argument 
among others’; 

•	 ‘there is no such thing as “disproportionate” in warfare. Just when 
the Jews are involved attacking Muslims’; 

•	 ‘why waste your time with heartstring posts… The world 
promised never again back in 1945 yet here we are 2024 and anti 
semetism[sic] is rife around the world. My compassion lies with the 
INNOCENT jewish hostages that are still being held by Hammas…’.

There were two Jewish contributors who engaged in dialogue to 
challenge some of this reasoning.

THEME 2

VIOLENCE IS 
JUSTIFIED  
OR DENIED
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Anti-Muslim conspiracy theory was shared unchallenged in the group 

•	 ‘I think there are around 120 to 130 thousand Jews in Australia now. 
The Arabs are taking over Western Europe and if the government 
doesn’t do anything about that NOW then Australia will have a few 
million Muslims living there within 20 or 30 years then you will see 
real problems like they have in Belgium, Norway, Sweden or France’; 

•	 ‘Sweden is the capital rape of Europe already years now, things 
are escalating quickly’; ‘so many Muslims are accused of raped all 
around the world’. 

A contributor who was booed in a Jewish community forum for 
suggesting that dialogue shouldn’t be cut with certain Muslim groups 
received this response: 

•	 ‘Wake up and realise who the enemy are. Stop treating them as if 
they have the same morals, ethics and values that you have. There 
is a reason why from the beginning they supported the side who 
slaughtered, raped, beheaded etc, supported and celebrated…. 
Like Gilda Meir said, there can never be peace between us till they 
learn to love their children more than they hate us.’

There were two instances where this sort of generalisation was gently 
challenged. 
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unborn child).



THEME 3

ANTI MUSLIM 
CONSPIRACY

Dehumanisation (featuring 
in anti-Palestinian and anti-
Muslim discourse).



THEME 3

ANTI MUSLIM 
CONSPIRACY

Dehumanisation (featuring 
in anti-Palestinian and anti-
Muslim discourse).



Anti-Palestinian racism includes defaming Palestinians and their allies 
as being inherently antisemitic, a terrorist threat or sympathiser, and 
opposed to democratic values. Numerous artefacts document offline 
and onlinelocal activity to ‘correct’, ‘cover up’ or pressure to remove 
billboard signs, stickers, posters and graffiti to ‘Free Palestine’, ‘Boycott 
Israel’, ‘Ceasefire now’, which are described as ‘hate’. 

The Palestinian flag, which is banned from display in Israel in public 
places, is described as making Jewish Australians ‘unsafe’ (‘Is this 
acceptable in Australia? Can it be reported or condemned?”). 

An older Australian who put a Palestinian flag in the front garden of 
the Castlemaine RSL with a sign that says “Bendigo Against Genocide” 
was photographed and asked to remove the flag by a contributor to 
the group (he refused). The contributor refers to the person’s group as 
about to start a ‘hate rally’.

Posters saying,‘You’re not an activist, you’re not a liberal. You’re just 
a [expletive] antisemite’ and ‘always remember antisemitism doesn’t 
help Palestinians’ are produced and shared via the group to ‘cover up 
the hate’. Examples are shown of these posters covering posters of a 
watermelon saying, ‘Free Palestine’ and ‘Boycott Israel’. 

In another incident, graffiti saying ‘Israel is guilty of war crimes’ is 
described as hate speech. 

Another contributor writes about a visit to the Immigration Museum 
with his two young daughters when he complained about a child’s 
poster and successfully asked for it to be removed in the kids activity 
section. The picture is of a T-shirt and bag inscribed with the words 
‘#Free Palestine’, ‘From the river to the sea’ and ‘Stop the Genocide’ and 
responds to a Museum prompt, ‘What is important to you? Design your 
own T-shirt and tote bag that proudly show your values to the world.’ 
This contributor is widely congratulated for having it taken down, with 
responses about ‘learned hate’ and ‘unfortunately they don’t know any 
better. They are raised on hatred’.

Another contributor shares that when at the public pool she saw a 
university student wearing a ‘keffiah’ (Palestinian scarf ) (‘I went in with 
how much I care about the death and destruction. I asked why she wore 
the scarf. She wanted Palestinian people to understand that she was a 
safe person to approach. She was horrified to learn that currently the 
keffiah has a similar threatening effect as the swastika for Jews. That by 
wearing it, Jewish people will be fearful and distrusting of her. I asked 
her not to wear it at the pool, where I bring my kids, and she agreed.’) 
This post received overwhelming support. 

This was the most prolific form of racism and it received overwhelming 
support in the group and comparatively, very minor challenge.
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OTHER IMPORTANT 
NOTES

The impact of Zionist lateral 
violence.



OTHER IMPORTANT 
NOTES

The “beheaded babies” story 
was discredited and proven as 
false more than two months 
before this post. No one 
challenges it. 
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SOLUTIONS Strategies we urge organisations and communities to commit to:

a.	 Promote equal worth and dignity of all people, and universal 	       
protections for all groups - not separate standards of racism that            	
	 discriminate against others.

b.	 Encourage confidence to be an upstander against racism and 
dehumanisation.

c.	 Create safe space for discussions about how words are heard and 
experienced within a human rights framework.


